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Importance of Maintaining Mother Tongue in the face of
Bilingual Children's Dynamic Language Shift
Dongsun Yim, Ph.D.

This talk will provide an overview of multiple studies of bilingual children, conducted at the Ewha
Child Language Lab, whose mother tongues are Korean, Vietnamese, Mandarin, and other languages
spoken in Korea. The research aims to provide evidence of the importance of mother tongue on
psycho-cognitive linguistic abilities, such as self-esteem, resilience, third language proficiency, and executive
functions.

Presentation time: 1 hour (45 minutes of presentation and 15 minutes of discussion)

Learner's outcomes: After this session, the attendees will be to
- Describe the rationale of dynamic language shifts in bilingual children.
- Identify which specific psycho-cognitive domains are influenced by the maintenance
of the first language (mother tongue).
- Discuss how and why it is important to assess the first language and highlight the
importance of mother tongue in a bilingual family.

Dr. Yim is a Full Professor in the Department of Communication Disorders at Ewha Womans
University. She has been in the research field, serving the clinical population, for 25 years. Her primary
research area focuses on investigating how children learn language and how language learning can
break down. Her approach views language learning as part of a larger cognitive-linguistic learning
profile. Therefore, she examines how language learning and nonlinguistic cognitive processing are
linked within fundamental learning mechanisms, and how limitations in this mechanism interacting

with environmental features can potentially cause language difficulties in children. Numerous
research findings have been applied in her evidence-based clinic, "l Say Lab", through a community-
serving lab. Both bilingual and monolingual children, with and without language difficulties, visit Dr.
Yim for parent coaching, professional development, dialogic book-reading programs, and mostly
speech-language consultation. The overall aim of her research and clinic team is to broaden our
perspective on cognitive-linguistic theories of language learning, and to achieve more accurate
assessments and more effective intervention services for children who have language difficulties.
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