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About the Society 

 

The Asia Pacific Society for the Study of 

Speech, Language and Hearing provides a 

forum for the  exchange of research and 

clinical ideas relating to all aspects of     

normal and disordered speech, language, 

and hearing.   

 

 

The Society was formed following the 2nd Asia Pacific Conference on Speech, 

Language and Hearing, and has, to date, drawn members from a wide range of 

countries in the Pacific Rim.   

 

The goals of the Society include: 

 

 To hold a biennial international conference on speech, language and hearing   

     in one of the countries of the Asia Pacific Rim 

 

 To promote basic and clinical research into all aspects of normal and       

     disordered speech, language and hearing 

 

 To facilitate the publication of research into speech, language and hearing  

     emanating from the Asia Pacific Rim 

 

 To facilitate the establishment of strategic international research alliances in 

     the area of speech, language and hearing 

 

 To provide an international resource to assist new researchers to establish    

     active research programmes in various academic and clinical institutions in  

     the Asia Pacific Rim 

 

 To provide assistance in developing new education programmes within the  

     Asia Pacific Rim. 
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  Welcome to Christchurch, the Garden City! 

  

Welcome & Acknowledgements 

Organising Committee 

Meghann Grawburg 

Tami Howe 

Maggie-Lee Huckabee 

Ramesh Kaipa 

Thomas Klee 

Emily Lin 

Tika Ormond 

Michael Robb 

Gina Tillard 

Tammy Todd 

Dear Delegate 

 

Tēnā koe.  It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the 8th meeting of the Asia Pacific Society for the 

Study of Speech, Language and Hearing.  This conference is proudly hosted by the Department of       

Communication Disorders at the University of Canterbury.  I am delighted the conference is being held in 

New Zealand for the first time.  We were overwhelmed by the response to the original Call for Abstracts, 

making this meeting one of the largest ever for the Society.  Representatives from over ten countries     

covering the Pacific Basin and beyond will be in attendance at the conference. 
 

I would like to express my gratitude for the generous support of our sponsors and for the efforts of the local 

organising committee.  These have greatly helped in making this conference, what we hope will be, one of 

the most successful meetings of the Society since its inception in the late 1990s.  I have every confidence 

you will be stimulated by the presentations and discussions over the next few days.  
 

If you haven’t done so already, I invite you to become an official member of the Society.  Your member-

ship entitles you to quarterly copies of the Asia Pacific Journal of Speech-Language and Hearing, as well 

as discounted registration at future meetings of the Society.  A 2011 membership form is included as part 

of your registration materials. 
 

Finally, I urge you to take full advantage of the beautiful setting for this conference.  Christchurch is a   

dynamic city with many attractions and restaurants.  If you are in search of something to do outside the      

conference, any of our committee members will gladly point you in the right direction.  Enjoy the confer-

ence and the excellent company! 
 

Ka kite ano 

 
Michael Robb 

President, Asia Pacific Society for the Study of Speech Language and Hearing 
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Sponsors 
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Conference Information 

ORAL PRESENTERS 

Oral presenters are asked to bring a copy of their presentation on a USB drive to reception during the registration 

hours (2:30 - 7:30 p.m.) on Tuesday 11 January or before 8:30 a.m. on Wednesday 12 January.    

 

The computers in the session rooms are Windows XP based PCs with Microsoft Office 2007, including Power-

Point.  It is recommended that presenters ensure that all aspects of their presentation work on the conference com-

puter ahead of time, particularly if video and animation are being used.  Internet access will not be available dur-

ing your presentation.  Personal laptops cannot be used in the session rooms.  Support is available for any prob-

lems with your presentation. 

 

POSTER PRESENTERS 

Poster presenters are advised to set up their posters before 9:30 a.m. on their designated poster presentation day. 

Presenters will find their assigned board number listed in the conference programme.  Poster presenters are asked 

to stand in front of their posters during their designated poster presentation time (9:30 to 10:30 a.m.) and day and 

to take their posters down in the late afternoon on the same day as their poster presentation. 

 

SUBMISSION FOR JOURNAL PUBLICATION 
Presenters are invited to submit their papers for publication in a special issue of the Asia Pacific Journal of Speech 

Language and Hearing.  Please visit the website for details:   

http://www.cmds.canterbury.ac.nz/AsiaPacificMaterials/Submission%20Guidelines.htm 

 

CONFERENCE EXHIBITION 

All conference attendees are welcome to visit the sponsor exhibitions any time during the conference.                 

The exhibits are located on the first floor of the lecture theatre building. 

 

GENERAL MEETING 
The general meeting of the Asia Pacific Society for the Study of Speech, Language and Hearing will be held in 

Lecture Room C1 from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday 12 January.  Non-members who are interested in joining 

the Society are welcome to get information from the registration desk. 

 

BBQ DINNER 
The conference BBQ dinner will be held in the Staff Club (see the map included in this brochure) on Thursday  

13 January from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m.  Pre-registration is required for this event.  Some tickets are still available at 

$50 each.  Please contact the registration desk for details. 

 

REFRESHMENTS 
Complimentary refreshments, courtesy of our sponsors, are provided during breaks as shown in the conference 

programme.  Morning and afternoon tea breaks are scheduled for each day of the conference.   These breaks are 

planned to allow participants to move from one venue to another.  They also provide an opportunity to view the 

poster presentations. 

 

DEPARTMENT TOUR 
A tour of the Department of Communication Disorders and laboratories will take place at the conclusion of the 

conference (Friday 14 January), commencing at 1:30 p.m.  Individuals interested in taking a tour should sign up at 

the registration desk. 

 

TAXI SERVICE 
Taxi service is available from the following companies: 

Blue Star:  379-9799       First Direct:  377-5555       Gold Band:  379-5795 
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Keynote Speakers 

Professor Jim Montgomery 

Ohio University, USA 

Jim Montgomery is Professor in the School of Hearing, Speech and Lan-
guage Sciences at Ohio University.  Professor Montgomery holds an M.S. in 
Speech and Hearing Sciences from Indiana University and a Ph.D. in Com-
munication Sciences and Disorders from Wichita State University.  He com-
pleted a postdoctoral research fellowship under the direction of   Dr. Betty 
Stark at Purdue University.  Professor Montgomery is a developmental psy-
cholinguist and a certified speech-language pathologist. His earlier research 
streams focused on the real-time language processing of children with Spe-
cific Language Impairment (SLI) and the intersection of working memory 
and sentence comprehension in SLI.  His current research programme has 
merged these two areas of inquiry.  He is currently investigating the broader 
intersection of cognitive processing (i.e., controlled attention, memory, lexi-
cal access, processing speed) and real-time sentence comprehension in 
SLI and typically developing children.  His current work is funded by a multi-
ple-PI, multi-site RO1 grant from the NIH National Institute on Deafness and 
Other Communication Disorders.  His collaborators are Dr. Julia Evans and             
Dr. Ron Gillam.  He also has a separate but related research stream exam-
ining the working memory abilities of typically developing children.          
Professor Montgomery has published widely across various journals.  He is 
a Fellow of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association.  He has 
been an associate editor for the Journal of Speech, Language, and Hearing 
Research and American Journal of Speech-Language Pathology.  He also 
serves as an editorial consultant for numerous journals.   
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Professor Larry Boles is Professor and Chair of the Department 

of Speech-Language Pathology at the University of the Pacific.  

He has been a speech pathologist since 1981.  He has worked 

with hundreds of people with aphasia, and has worked in hospi-

tals across the US and abroad.  The common thread in his re-

search and publications has been couples therapy.  This involves 

taking communication partners out of the waiting room, and away 

from the corner of the therapy room, right up to the therapy table.  

His Aphasia Couples Therapy (ACT) Workbook has been pub-

lished recently by Plural Publishing.  His research has been pub-

lished or presented in the US, China, Taiwan, Australia, New 

Zealand, and American Samoa.  Professor Boles is the former 

president of the Asia Pacific Society for the Study of Speech, 

Language and Hearing. 

Professor Larry Boyles 

University of the Pacific, USA 

Dr. Kathy Y.S. Lee is currently the Chief and Assistant Professor at the 
Division of Speech Therapy, Dept of Otorhinolaryngology, Head & 
Neck Surgery, the Chinese University of Hong Kong.  She is an experi-
enced Speech-Language Pathologist who has been actively participat-
ing in both clinical and research work.  Her main research areas lie in 
test standardization and validation, efficacy of intervention pro-
grammes, paediatric speech and language development, and Canton-
ese tones.  She has developed and validated the very first assessment 
tools for the Cantonese-speaking population, including the Cantonese 
Receptive Vocabulary Test (CRVT), the Cantonese Basic Speech Per-
ception Test (CBSPT), and the Cantonese Tone Identification Test 
(CanTIT).  While the research areas of Professor Lee involve a wide 
spectrum of children with various communication disorders, she is par-
ticularly keen on studying the oral language development of children 
with hearing impairment and the treatment efficacy on the social think-
ing ability of people with high functioning autism.  
 

Dr. Kathy Y. S. Lee 

Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong 

 

Keynote Speakers - continued 
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Invited Speakers 

Professor Stephanie Stokes 

University of Canterbury, New Zealand 

Prof Stephanie Stokes is an expert in the area of Child Language Develop-

ment and Disorders.  Her research focuses on exploring the relationships 

among cognitive abilities, psycholinguistic processing and language develop-

ment in young children.  She has served on the faculties of prestigious univer-

sities throughout the world including the University of New Castle, University 

of Hong Kong and Curtin University to name a few. Currently, she is a Profes-

sor at the Department of Communication Disorders, University of Canterbury.  

She is an active researcher and a member of the New Zealand Institute of 

Language Brain, and Behaviour.  Professor Stokes has obtained numerous 

grants and funding from bodies such as Economic and Social Research Coun-

cil, UK, and the National Institute of Health, USA. Recently, Professor Stokes 

has been selected as a visiting Senior Research Fellow by the Collegium de 

Lyon, France.  She has published extensively in the area of Child Language in 

reputed journals such as Journal of Speech, Language and Hearing Research, 

Journal of Child Language, and the International Journal Language and Com-

munication Disorders.  
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Dr. Chia-Ling Chen 

Chang Gung University, Taiwan 

Professor Bruce Murdoch 

University of Queensland, Australia 

Dr. Chia-Ling Chen is currently an associate professor at Chang Gung 
University and the director of the Department of Paediatric Rehabilitation 
at Chang Gung Memorial Hospital.  She established the hospital’s early 
intervention centre, which integrates medical care, rehabilitation, educa-
tion, technology, and research, to promote the functions and quality of life 
for children with developmental delay.  As a chairman of the Graduate In-
stitute of Early Intervention at Chang Gung University, she has been de-
veloping the Institute's teaching programmes for training early intervention 
personnel to improve the quality of early intervention.  Dr. Chen has been 
actively engaged in rehabilitation-related research, including the fields of 
early intervention, developmental delay, cerebral palsy, stroke, motor con-
trol, and Research and Development technology.  Dr. Chen has been a 
key person in developing many innovative rehabilitation programmes to 
promote the functions and quality of life in individuals with movement dis-
abilities.  She has also conducted many evidence-based studies to en-
hance the understanding of the underlying mechanism of motor speech 
dysfunctions in children with disabilities.  She is a member of the Ameri-
can Academy of Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation in USA and the Reha-
bilitation Medicine Association and Paediatric Neurology Association in 
Taiwan.  

Professor Murdoch is an internationally recognised authority on ac-
quired speech and language disorders of neurological origin in both 
adults and children.  He has published 10 books and in excess of 260 
articles in high impact refereed international journals in the area of mo-
tor speech and language disorders associated with a variety of neuro-
logical conditions including traumatic brain injury, cerebrovascular acci-
dents, Parkinson’s disease, brain tumours, and multiple sclerosis.  Pro-
fessor Murdoch has also contributed in excess of 50 invited chapters to 
books edited by other internationally recognised researchers, including 
the prestigious Massachusetts Institute of Technology Encyclopaedia of 
Communication Disorders published in 2004.  He has held the position 
of visiting professor at several institutions in the USA and Europe, in-
cluding Arizona State University, Florida State University, the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison, the University of Reading, and the University of 
Gothenburg.  He was the Founding President of the Asia-Pacific Society 
for the Study of Speech, Language and Hearing from 2000-2004, and 
Vice-President of the International Association of Logopedics and Pho-
niatrics from 2001-2004. Professor Murdoch is also the Director of the 
Motor Speech Research Centre at the University of Queensland.  

 

Invited Speakers - continued 
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Dr. Natalie Rickard 

University of Canterbury, New Zealand 

Professor Shiva Shankar 

National Institute of Mental Health and Neurosicences, India 

Professor Shiva Shankar is the Head of the Department of 
Speech Pathology and Audiology at the National Institute of Men-
tal Health and Neurosciences in India.  His research interest lies 
in the areas of clinical neuroaudiology, central auditory process-
ing disorders, adult and childhood speech-language disorders.  
He has been instrumental in establishing the Neuroaudiology 
clinical lab within the department.  He obtained his PhD under the 
faculty of Mental Health & Neurosciences, Bangalore University in 
1988.  He then went on to complete his post doctoral fellowship at 
the Central Auditory Disorders Research Centre, Colorado State 
University, USA in 1989.  He is currently the chairperson of the 
editorial board of the Journal of Indian Speech and Hearing Asso-
ciation.  He is currently heading a project exploring the brain or-
ganizational patterns in multilingual speakers funded by the De-
partment of Science and Technology.  He is also associated with 
two international collaborative projects.  One of the projects is in-
vestigating new methods to study linguistic comprehension in 
aphasia (a collaborative research study between Ohio University, 
USA and NIMHANS, India) and the other project is exploring the 
relationship between anxiety and stuttering (a collaborative study 
between NIMHANS, India, Iowa state university, USA, and Dr. 
S.R. Chandrashekar Institute of Speech and Hearing, India). 

Dr Natalie Rickard is a senior lecturer in the Department of Communication 
Disorders at the University of Canterbury.  Dr Rickard obtained her PhD in 
Otolaryngology from the University of Melbourne in 1999 and completed 
postdoctoral studies at The Virginia Merrill Bloedel Hearing Research Center, 
University of Washington.  Dr Rickard’s research focuses on the central 
auditory system - in particular, the impact of auditory deprivation and audi-
tory stimulation on central auditory system structure and function.  Her ear-
lier research explored these issues using animal models of deafness and 
electrical stimulation of the cochlea.  More recently, her research has taken 
a more clinical direction, and most of her current research projects centre on 
central auditory processing difficulties in school-aged children.  As a clinical 
audiologist working with children with severe listening difficulties, her clinical 
experiences inform both her research and teaching, but through research 
projects aimed at both improving our understanding of the nature of auditory 
processing deficits in children, and at developing tools for diagnosing and 
managing these difficulties, her objective is always to feed the science back 
into the clinic to benefit young patients.  Dr Rickard is a member of the New 
Zealand Institute of Language, Brain and Behaviour. 

 

Invited Speakers - continued 
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Conference Programme 
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Maps 

Theatre building where the conference is held. 
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Direction for walking from the theatre building to the staff club: 

 Get to the main walkway between the library and the theatre and 

walk straight (facing west) to the end of the walkway where it in-

tersects with Science Road. 

 Go straight on Science Road until it intersects with Ilam Road. 

 Turn left on Ilam Road and walk straight until you see a sign of 

the staff club on the other side of the road. 

 Please be careful when crossing the road to get to the staff club. 

 

Library 

Science Road 

 
 

Maps -  continued 



8TH ASIA PACIFIC CONFERENCE ON SPEECH, LANGUAGE AND HEARING  30 

 

 

Health & Safety 

 The University of Canterbury is a smoke-free campus.  No smoking is 

allowed anywhere in the campus, including the Staff Club. 

 

 Earthquake response: 

        - If inside a lecture theatre: 

   - Plan your best safe zone, either 

  -Stop, drop or hold tight in your immediate space. 

  -If possible, take immediate shelter under a bench or down  

                   beside an internal wall. 

           - Do not move around the theatre while the building is shaking. 

        - If it is necessary to leave the building when the shaking has stopped:   

           -  Evacuate to the centre of the largest open space (e.g., car park). 

           -  Do not isolate yourself.  Stay with others. 

           -  Be aware of potential hazards (e.g., glass, trees). 

   -  Do not re-enter any building unless the all clear has been given. 

        - If outside: 

   -  Stay outside. 

           -  Take shelter clear of buildings, trees, power lines or other  

               potential hazards. 

 

 Evacuation:  Upon hearing a fire siren during the conference, please 

immediately and calmly leave the theatre from either of the two gates 

of the building on the first floor and assemble on the lawn in front of 

the building.    

 

 Call for help:   

 -  In any event where assistance is needed or a hazard is identified           

            during the conference, please report to the registration desk. 

 -  The campus emergency number is:  0800-823-637    

             When using a campus phone, please dial:  6111 

         -  If you are outside the campus, the emergency number to call in  

             New Zealand is:  111 
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Pre & Post Touring 

WITHIN AN HOURS’ DRIVE OF CHRISTCHURCH  
 
 

Akaroa  
 
From Christchurch a leisurely 1 hour drive takes you around the hilly fin-
gers of ancient lava flows to Little River with its intriguing arts and crafts 
shops. Climb to the rim of the extinct volcano which makes up Banks 
Peninsula where you are greeted by panoramic views across the har-
bour to the popular retreat of Akaroa.  
 
Akaroa was originally settled by French colonists and their legacy is 
found in the street names and architecture of this ‘southern riviera’ resort. 
Harbour cruises introduce you to the history, geology and wildlife of this 
area, or you can swim with friendly Hector Dolphins, one of the rarest in 
the world.  
 
Numerous cafés, bars and restaurants with seaside vistas offer superb 
cuisine including local seafood and fine wines. Browse the galleries, gift 
and craft shops for locally made jewellery, artwork, woodware, clothing 
and creative souvenirs. An overnight stop is highly recommended.  
 

Waipara Valley Wine Trail  
 
The Waipara region, just 40 minutes’ drive north of Christchurch is one 
of New Zealand’s premier wine districts. Excellent Chardonnay and Pinot 
Noir varieties are produced. Enjoy sampling, vineyard tours and fine cui-
sine. It is the fastest growing wine region in New Zealand with around 79 
vineyards in the Waipara valley covering more than 800 hectares of 
plantings.  
 
 

WITHIN 1½ HOURS’ DRIVE OF CHRISTCHURCH  
 
 

Hanmer Springs  
 
Hanmer Springs, a charming alpine village surrounded by snowcapped 
mountains and forests is where relaxation begins. Unwind in natural hot 
pools, play golf, hike or mountain bike the forest trails or saddle up for a 
gentle horse trek. The Waiau River provides the rush of a jet boat ride, 
whitewater rafting or a bungy jump. Dine at delightful cafes and restau-
rants or fossick in the craft and art shops.  
 

Canterbury High Country  
 
Just a 50 minute drive from Christchurch, located in the heart of  
Canterbury’s high country, Terrace Downs High Country Resort over-
looks the picturesque Rakaia Gorge. Activities include: golf, four-wheel 
driving, jet boating, clay pigeon shooting and snow skiing over the winter 
months.  
 
Another option is to board the TranzAlpine, one of the six top train jour-
neys of the world, which takes you through the Canterbury Plains, 
through remote gorges and high into the Southern Alps and Arthur’s 
Pass.  
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Pre & Post Touring - continued 

WITHIN 2½ HOURS’ DRIVE OF CHRISTCHURCH  
 

Kaikoura  
 
Journey from Christchurch through rolling farmland to a spectacular coastline  
sculptured by the ocean for millions of years. The Kaikoura Peninsula  
protrudes into these southern waters. Here, the fishing village of Kaikoura,  
once an early whaling settlement, is nestled between the Southern Alps and  
Pacific Ocean.  
 
Take a whale watch tour, by boat or scenic flight. See giant sperm whales,  
dolphins, fur seals, sharks and a variety of seabirds. Enjoy a fresh crayfish  
(lobster) lunch at a local restaurant.  
 
Kaikoura, Hanmer Springs and Waipara can be visited on a round trip day  
tour, but it is highly recommended that you include one or two nights for a  
more enjoyable itinerary.  
 

Central South Island and Timaru  
 
In the heart of the South Island is a region of sweeping plains, rolling hills and  
unspoilt coastline. Set against a backdrop of the spectacular Southern Alps,  
the Central South Island is diverse, authentic and full of unexpected discover-
ies. Stunning landscapes, adventure & outdoor recreation activities  
and art & cultural experiences are a feature of the Central South Island  
region, a place of welcoming people where genuine Kiwi hospitality thrives.  
 
Timaru, with its striking piazza with stunning views over Caroline Bay,  
heritage architecture & treasured galleries & museums is the pivotal heart of  
the region and Canterbury’s second city. It is well placed for you to explore  
the outdoors and the surrounding region comprising of the quintessential  
Kiwi towns of Geraldine, Peel Forest, Pleasant Point & Temuka.  
www.southisland.org.nz  

 
WITHIN 3 - 3½ HOURS’ DRIVE OF CHRISTCHURCH  
 

Mackenzie Country  
 
The Mackenzie is one of New Zealand’s most refreshing and energising  
areas to visit. The region is an extraordinary scenic highland that extends  
from Fairlie to the township of Twizel.  
 
The natural landscape encompasses Aoraki Mount Cook National Park, a  
World Heritage Area and New Zealand’s tallest mountain. The area also  
boasts some of New Zealand’s most beautiful lake and alpine scenery.  
 
A great option for pre or post conference touring, the Mackenzie District has  
an endless array of activities that all visitors can enjoy including scenic flights,  
walks, personalised 4WD tours, glacier boat cruises, stargazing, mountain  
biking, fishing, kayaking, and heli-skiing.  
 
A welcoming atmosphere is customary in the cafes and restaurants  
throughout the region as well as in the great choices of accommodation  
including luxury lodge, hotel, motel and farmstays.  
 
With a huge range of activities on offer, from the exhilarating to the serene,  
you’ll have an unforgettable stay.    www.mtcooknz.com  
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